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Introduction

The Canadian Atlas of Palliative Care aims to raise awareness of the 
current state of palliative care in Canada.

Atlases improve the understanding of underserved populations, 
compare regional availability of palliative care, and highlight and 
promote best practices.

Atlases guide and inform policymaking, planning and capacity 
building in the provision of palliative care, enhancing the quality of 
care in jurisdictions across all provinces and territories.
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Alberta Based Organizations: Collaboration and 
Engagement
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Domains and Elements



Methods 

• A multi-phased, mixed-method approach was used in the collection of 
data. 

• Methods were mainly adopted from the international atlases previously 
developed. 

• Data was gathered in the following ways:

Publicly 
available

data

Standardized online 
surveys conducted with 
provincial and regional 

palliative care leaders and 
educators

Focus groups to 
validate, expand, 

and clarify findings

Member checking 
with regional leaders 
to provide final input 

on the results

Semi-structured key 
informant interviews



Interactive StoryMaps



Interactive Story Maps

There are specialized palliative home care teams in the larger urban 
centres. In smaller communities and rural/remote areas, general "integrated 
home care" provides in-home supports for palliative care. Many integrated 
home care case managers possess additional skills and experience in 
palliative care, and some case managers have a predominantly palliative 
caseload.

After-hours access to palliative home care is an overall partial high with 
variability across regions. Some urban palliative home care services have 
24/7 response teams, and many integrated home care services have 24/7 
phone access. However, some home care teams do not have after-hours 
availability. People living in specialized group homes and some other 
congregated living residences may have limited access to palliative home 
care services.



Key Findings

• Alberta has a strong foundation of 
frameworks and policies to guide 
palliative care.

• Hospitals provide high levels of 
access to specialty palliative care 
teams.

• There is a shortage of palliative care 
unit beds and hospice beds.

• Access to palliative care in the 
community is well established.

• Equitable access to palliative care 
remains a significant challenge.

• The provision of primary palliative 
care is limited. 
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Results Part A: Provincial Level



Demographics
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Policy



SERVICES – Inpatient Palliative Care Beds



SERVICES – Acute Care



SERVICES – Acute Care



SERVICES – Community



SERVICES – Community



SERVICES - Community
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SERVICES - Community



SERVICES - Community
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SERVICES - Community
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SERVICES - Community
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SYSTEM PERFORMANCE
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• Provincial palliative care indicators monitored and tracked across all zones by 
AHS and Covenant

• Alberta Health monitors continuing care standards and indicators, including 
operator and provider compliance to the Continuing Care Health Service 
Standards and new Continuing Care Act and regulations. 

• Health Quality Council of Alberta - public-facing palliative care services 
dashboard



EDUCATION
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PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
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FOCUSED POPULATIONS - Pediatrics
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FOCUSED POPULATIONS - Other
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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Results Part A: Provincial Level



SERVICES – Palliative Care Units
Edmonton Zone



Edmonton Zone

SERVICES – Hospice



Next Steps



Leveraging the Atlas

Explore data across key domains, including Demographic, Policy, 

Services, System Performance, Professional Activities, Education, Focused 

Populations, Community Engagement, Other Activities.

Review strengths, gaps and opportunities for system improvement. 

Explore palliative care access at provincial and regional levels.



Call to Action and Next Steps

• How to use and disseminate 
the Atlas: 
pallium.ca/albertaatlas or 
via QR code

• Identify opportunities for 
future collaboration and 
impact. 
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